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HIPAA Privacy Update

Many of you have inquired about the status of the final HIPAA regulations under HITECH.  Recently, the head of
OCR announced that the final rule could be out by the end of the year, but may be pushed to early 2012.  The
package will include a number of outstanding regulation projects, including the final HITECH regulations, the
final HIPAA enforcement rule, the final breach notification rule and the final GINA rule.  Once the final package
is released, covered entities will have 180 days to comply with the new notice, policy and procedure and other
requirements.  However, changes to existing business associate agreements will be given up to an extra year to
comply. 

 OCR also issued proposed accounting rules earlier this year.  OCR does not expect to include the accounting
rules in the final regulation package discussed above. 

 You should note that these final regulations come at a time when OCR’s audit and enforcement activity is at an
all time high.  Year over year, OCR has a 200% increase in opened cases and a 900% increase in corrective
actions obtained as a result of those opened cases.
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