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Services Industries

Environment & Product Regulation Energy
Government & Regulatory Retail & Consumer Goods

Litigation

Benjamin (Ben) Smith is one of approximately twenty board-certified utilities law specialists in North Carolina
and is Vice Chair of the North Carolina State Bar Utilities Specialty Committee. Ben advocates at state public
service commissions on issues related to nearly all applicable energy policies, from generation through
distribution. His energy expertise is not technology limited, and his background is robust in solar, storage,
offshore and onshore wind, natural gas, new or advanced nuclear and related technologies, and coal. Prior to
joining the firm, Ben was Associate General Counsel at the North Carolina Sustainable Energy Association
(NCSEA), where he developed policy goals, positions, and desired outcomes, including implementing initiatives,
campaign plans, and strategies to achieve policy goals and desired outcomes related to the future of energy in
North Carolina. In addition to his energy regulatory work, Ben helps develop, negotiate, and draft energy
contracts and has a litigation practice focused on energy and energy offtake or procurement related issues.

Benjamin is listed in the 2024, 2025 and 2026 editions of Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for
Business for Energy and Natural Resources. He was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® in 2025 and
2026 in the area of Environmental Law. Benjamin was named a “Legal Elite” in 2024 by Business North Carolina
magazine for Environmental Law.

Education

Saint Louis University School of Law J.D. (2009)

Indiana University B.A., Journalism and English (2006)

Admissions

North Carolina (2014)

Court Admissions

U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of North Carolina
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of North Carolina


https://ktslaw.com/
tel:919.420.1719
fax:919.510.6107

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina
U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina
U.S. District Court for the Western District of North Carolina

Professional & Community Activities

Leading with Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Certificate (2022)

Insights

News Releases
Kilpatrick Attorneys Earn 102 Rankings in 2026 Chambers USA and Global Guides
June 5, 2026

Webinars

Dynamic Thinking for an Interpersonal Edge
May 21, 2026

Events

North Carolina Utilities Commissioner Fireside Chat
October 17, 2025

Events

North Carolina Clean & Renewable Energy Regulatory & Policy Developments Super Session
October 17, 2025

Events
2025 Appalachian Clean Energy CLE
October 17, 2025



